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His Majeſttes Anſwerto 


ofthe Lords and (/ommons now. aſſembled in 
Parliament, the 26 of May , 1642. Jn dnfwer 
to a Declaration under His Majeſties Name, 
corcerning the buſineſſe of Hull. 


=] Houc x whoſoever 

X © looks aver the late Re- 

monſtrance, intituled , 
TR dDCrn 

A Declaration of the 

JD) i} Lords and Commons , 

Sn) nel 2 the 2.6 of May, will 

L- <9 not think Wee have 

Ex) much reaſonto be plea- 

mou = fed withit,yet We can- 

not but commend the plain dealing and inge- 

nuicy of the Framers and Contrivers of that 

Declaration ( which hath been wrought in a 

hotter and quicker Forgethen any of the reſt) 

who would no longerluffer Us to be affronted, 
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(21) 
by being told; They would make V5: 4 great and 
gloriou King, whileſt thby uſed all poffible 
s$killto reduce Us torextreme Want and*Indi- 
gency; andrhat Theywould make Us to be layed 
at home and feared abroad, whileſt they endea- 
voured, by all poflible wayes gorender Us 6di- 
ous to Qurgood Subjects ,and contemptible to 
all forreign Princes; but, like Round-dcaling 
men,rell Us in plain Engliſh , Thar they have 
done Us no wrong , becauſe We are not capa- 
ble of receiving any; and, Thatthey have taken 
nothing from Us, becauſe We had never any 
thing. of Our own to loſe: If this Doctrine be 
trueand that indeed We ought ro beofnoo- 
ther conſideration then they have informed 
Our people. in that Declaration ; that Gentle- 
man is much more exculable,that ſaid publike- 
ly (unreproved) That the happineſſe of this King - 
dom doth not depend on Us,or upon any of the Roy- 
all Pranches of that Root, and the other, who 
ſaid;IVe were not worthy to be King of England* 
Language very monſtrous to be allowed b 

cither Houſe of Parliament, and of which , by 
the help ofGodand the Law, We muſt have 
{ome Examination. But We doubt not; all Our 
good Subjects donow plainly.dilcern,chrough 
the 
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the Mask and Viſand of their ypoarific what 


theie Deſigne is, and willno- more look upon: 


the Framers and Contrivers of thar Declarati- 
on,'as + upott both +Houſes of Parliament 
(whoſe Freedom and juſt Priviledges: We will 
alwaies maintain,and in whoſe behalf We are 
as much flandercd as for Our Self ) but asa Fa- 
ion of Malignant,Schifmaricall, and Ambiri- 
ous Perſons > whoſe Deſigne is, and alwayes 
hath been,to-alcer the whole frame of Govern- 
ment both of Church and State ,andtolubje& 
bath King and People to their own-Lawleſle, 
Arbitrary power and Government; of whoſe 
Perſons,and of whoſe Deligne,We ſhall,vwith- 
in a very-ſhort- time, give Our good Subjects, 
and theWorld afull, and ({ We hope a ſatisfa- 
Rory Narration; 

The Contrivers and Penners of that Decla. 


- ration (of whom We would be onely under- 


ſtood toſpeak,when We mention any of their 


-undurifull as againſt Us ) tell yous That the 


great Affaires of thir Kingdome zand the miſerable 
and bleeding condition of the: Kingdome of Ireland, 
will afford thew-little leaſure to fpend their time tn 
Declarations , Anſwers and'Replies;Indeed;che 
miſerable-and deplorable condition of both 
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(4) 
Kingdomes would requize-lomewhat elſe at 
their hands: Bur We woult gladly know, how 
they have ſpent their.cxme lince their Recefle 
(now almoſt eightmgnerhs) but-in Declarati- 
ons» Remonſtrances,and InveQtives againſt Us 
and Our Government, or in preparing matter 
for them : Have Weinviced them toany (ſuch 
expence of time, by beginning Arguments of 
thatnature? Their Leature, or their Inclinari- 
on is not as they pretend And whatis their 
Printing and Publiſhing their Petitions to Us, 
their Declarations and Remonſtrances of Us, 
their odious Votes, and Reſolutions, ſome- 
times of one , ſometimes of both Houſes, a- 
goainſt Us (never in this manner communica-+ 
ted before this Parliament) but an Appealeto 
che People? And, in God's Name, let them 
judge of the Perſons they havetruſted. 

Their firſt Quarrell is (as it is alwayes, to 
let them into their franck Expreſſions of Us 
and Our Actions ) againſt the Malignant Party, 
whom they are plealed {till rocall, and never to 
prove,to be Qur evill.Counlellors ;but deed, 
nothing is more evident by their. whole pro- 
ceedings,then that by che Malignant Party,they 
incendall the Members of both Hauſes, who 
agree +» 
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(5) 
agree nor withyithem in their Opinion (hence 
have-come their. diftin&tion: of good and bad 
Lords,of Pertons ill affeted of the Houſe of 
Commons ,who have been proſcribed , -and 
their Names Liſted and read in Tumults ) and 
all che Perſons ofthe Kingdome, who approve 
notof their Actions; So that if yin truth , they 
would be ingenuous , 'and name the:Perſons 
they intend, who would be the Men (upon 
whom that [mputation of Malignity -would 
be caſt )but they , who'have ſtood toutly 'and 
immutcably forthe Relipion, the Liberties, the 
Lavvs,for all Publike Intereſts (lo tong as there 
was any to be ſtood for) they',, who have al- 
waies been , and are as zcalousProfeſlors and 
(ſome of them) as able and eameft Defendors 
of the Proteſtant Doctrine againſt the Church 
of Rome, as any are; who haveoften andear- 
neftly beſought Us ro. conſent,that no Indiffe- 
rent 'and Unneceflary - Ceremony mighe be 
prefſed upon weak and tender Confciences, 
and that We would - agree  to'a Bill for thar 
purpoſe , . they, - to whoſe Wiſdome , Cou- 
rage, and Counſell, the Kingdome owerh as 
much, as it can to-Subjes; and upon whoſe: 
- unblemiſhed Liyes, Envy it ſelf canlayno Im- 


x (6) 

-putatio, norcndeavoured tolayany, uatilltheir 
Uertues broughtthemto:QurKnowledge and 
Favour.” 'Ler the Gontrivers af.cthis Dedlarati- 
onbe faichfull co themfelves,.and conſider all 
chole Perſons of both Houſes, whom they, in 
theirown. Conſciences,, knowntodiflentfrom 
thera inthe Matter and Language ofthat De- 
claration, and in all thoſe unducifull Aftions, 
of which We complain : . And willthey, nor be 
found in Honour, Fortune, Wildome, Reputa- 
rion, and Weight (it not in nymber) much Su- 
periour to:chem? So.much for the Evill Coun- 
{cllors: Now» what is the Evill Coun(ell it (elf? 
Our comming from London ( where We , and 
many» Whoſe Aﬀections to Us arevery.e- 
minent, were jn danger every day.tobe.cornin 
pieces) to York, where We, and all ſuch. who 
will pur themſelves under Our protetion,may 
live ( We thank God , and. the: loyalty and 
affection. of this good. people ):very ſecurely; 
Our not ſubmicting Our Self abſolutely ( and 
renouncing Our owne Underftanding)-to the 
Votes and Reſolutions of the Contrivers of chat 
Declaration, when.they tell Us, 'They are a+ 
boue Usind may ( by Our own Authority ) da 
wich Lis what they pleaſe; and Our not being 


can- 


(7) 
contented, chat all Our good Subjects Lives and 
Fortunes ſhall be diſpoſed of by their Votes, 
but by the known Law oftheland: 'This is the 
Evill Counſell given-and taken : And will not 
all Men belecve there needs much power and 
skill ( of the Malignant Party ) to infuſe this 
Counſell into Us? And now apply the Argu- 
ment,the Contrivers of that Declaration Foy 
for themſelves: Is it probable, or poſtible, that 
ſuch Men whom We have mentioned ( who 
muſt have ſogreat a ſhare in the miſery) ſhould 
take ſuch pains in the procuring thereof , and 
ſpend ſo much time, and run ſo many ha- 
zards, to make themſelves Slaves, andtoruine 
the Freedom of this Nation? We ſay, with a 
cleerand upright Conſcience toGod Almigh- 
ty, Whoſoever harbours the leaſt thought in his 
breaſt of ruining or violating the publike Li- 
berty or Religion of this Kingdom, orthejuſt 
Freedom and Priviledge of Parliament, Jet him 
be accurſed; and he ſhall be no Counſeſlour of 
Ours that will not ſay, Amen. Forthe Contri- 
vers of that Declaration , We have not ſaid any 
thing which might imply any inclination in 
them to be Slaves; that which We have charg- 
edthem, is with invading the publike Liberrie, 
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(8) 
and Our Preſumption may be very ſtrongand 
vehement,that (thoughthey have no mindets 
be Slaves ) they' are not unwilling to be Ty- 
rants: ( What is Tyranny: bur to admit no Rule 
to Govern by, but theirown wills 2 ) And We 
know the miſery of 4thens was atthe higheſt, 
when i ſuffered under the thirty Tyrants. 

If thae Declaration had told Us (as indeed 
i mightand asin Juſtice it ought ro have done) 
that the Preſidents of any of Our Anceſtors did 
fall ſhort and much belove whac hath been 
done by Us this Parliament, in point of Grace 
and Favour-to Our People, We thould no o- 
therwiſe have wondred atit, then ar ſuch a 
truth, in ſuch a place: But when ( to juſtifie 
their having done morethen ever their Prede- 
ceflors did) ittels Our good Subjects ( as moſt 
injurioufly moſt inſolently it doth ) That the 
higheſt and moſh unwarramable Prefidents of any 
of Our Predeceſſors da fall ſbort, and much below 
what hath bees done to them this Parliament by: 
Ts, We muſt contefle Our Self amazed, and 
not able ro underſtand them: And We muſt 
tell choſeungrarefull Men ( whoidaretell their: 
Kings Lhar they may, without wanrofMode- 
tyand Dury, depolc him. )that che condition 
| ==. of 


(9) 
of Qur Subjes, when (by whatſoever Acci- 
dents and Conjunctures of time ) it was; 
at worſt,under Our power unto which (by no 
default of Ours ) they ſhall beever again redu- 
ced, was, by many degrees 5 more pleaſantand 
happy, then that to which their furious pre« 
rence of Reformation hath broughtthem:Nei« 
vher are We afraid of the higheſt Preſidenes of 
other Parliaments, which theſe men boldly 
( Our good SubjeQs will call it worſe) tell Us, 
They might, without want of Modeſty and 
Duty, make their Parterns: If We hadno other 
ſecurity againſtchoſePrefidents , but their Mo- 
deftly and Duty, We were ina miſcrable condi- 
tion, asall Perſons willbewho-depend upon 
them. 

That Declaration will not allovwy Our Infe- 
rence That by Avowing the Act of Sir Toby 
Hotham, hey dodeftroythe Title and Intereſt of 
all Our SubjeRs totheir Lands and Goods; but 
confeſfſerh,, if they were found guilty of that 
Charge,it were indeed a very greatCrime. And 
do they not in this Declaration, admit them- 
ſelvesguilty of this very Crime? Dotheynor 
ſay, Who dowbts but that a Parliament may diſpoſe 
of any thing ; wheres We or Our Subjetts have a 
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(10) 
Right, in ſuch a way,as tbatthe King dome may not 
be in\ danger thereby ?\\Do they not then-call 
chemſelves This Parliamear,and challenge this 
Power without Our Conſent? - Do they -not 
extendthis Powertoall Caſes, where the ne- 
celficy, or the common.good of the Kingdome 
is concerned ? And: dothey notarrogateunto 
themſelves alone the judgement of this Dan- 
ger; this Necelsity, this Common Good of the 
Kingdome ? What is , if this benot to unlertle 
the Security of all Mens Eſtates, and tocxpoſe 
them to an Arbitrary Powerof their own? If 
a Faction hall at any time. by Cunning, or 
Force, or Abſence, or Accident, prevaile over 
a-major partof both Houſes, and pretend that 
they are Evill Counſellors, a Malignant Party, 
aboutthe Kings by whom the Liberty and Re- 
ligion of the Kingdome are both in danger ; 
'This they may do : they. have done it. Then, 
they may take: away (be it from the King or + 
People) whatſoeverthey, intheir judgements, 
ſhall chink fit : This is lawfull, they have de. 
clareditſo. Letthe worldjudge, whether We. 
charge them unjuſtly,and whether they are not 
guilry of the Crime, : which themſelves: con- 
teſle (being proved) is agreat one; and how 
wo bo ſafely 
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-(a1) 
fafclyWe might commit the Power, theſepeo- 
ple-defare into their hands,: who, inall proba- 
bility, would beno ſooner poſlefled of is; then 
they would revive thav Tragedic /which Ma- 
ſer Hooker relates. of the Anabaptifts in Gerwye- 
23; who talking of nothing; but Faith, and of 
the true Feare of God, and that: Riches, and 
Honour were vanicy;-at- firſt, upon the great 
Opinion of their Humilicy, Zeal; and Devoti- 
Lon, procured/much-Reverence and Eftimatian 
with the /people : After, finding how. many 
eperfons they hadenſnared with their Hypocri- 
ie »they: began to-propole to themſelves, to 
reforme.both the Eccleſtaſticall and Civill Go- 
vernment of the: State ; Then, becauſe, | 200 
bly..they might meet with ſome Oppoſition, 
they ſecretly entered into. a League of Aflocia- 
tion, and ſhortly after ( finding the power they 
had gotten withthe credulous people ) enrich- 
/ ed themſelves with all kind of ſpoil audpil- 
| lage, andjuſtified irupon Our Saviour's pro- 
miles The Meek /ball inherit the earth; and decla- 
red their Title was the ſame which the righte- 
ous Jfraelites had unto the goods of the wicked 
 Agyptians:i This Story.is worththe reading at 
large,and needs no Application. 
ES But 
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- Bur Womuftby nomeans ſay, That Wehave 
the ſame Title ro Our 'Town of Hull, and the 
Ammunition there,as any of Our Subjc&z have 
totheir/Lands or Money., That's 4 Pranarple 
that prlls up 'the Foundation of the Libercy and 
Property of every Subjef.: Why, pray ? Becauſe 
dhe King's Aroperty in Hu Towns © in Hu Goods, 
bought with tht publike Money,( as they conceive 
Our Magazine at Hull was ) w inconfſtent with 
phe Subjofts Property intheir Lands, Goods, and 
Liberty: Do theſe menthink , Thatas they al- 
fume apower of declaring Law (and wharſo- 
ever contradicts that Declaration, breaks their 
Priviledges) ſo that they have a-powerof de- 
elaring Senſe 2nd -Reafon., and impolmg Lo- 
gick and Syllogilmes on the Schooles, as well 
as'Law upon the Peopke? Doth not all man- 
kind know, That feverall men maythave eve- 
raliRights and latereſts/ja the ſelf {lame Houſe 
and Lend, and yet neither deftroythe other? Is 
not the Intereſt of the Lord Paramont. con(1- 


ſtent with that of the Meſme Lord;andhis wich 
 thatofthe Tenant, and yettheir Propertiesand 
Intereſts not at all confoniided > And why may 
not We then have a full lawfull Inrereſt;and 
Property in OurTown of Hall , 'and. yer Our 

bk © Subjects 


(3) 

. SubjeQs have a Property in their Hohiſes tho? 
Bue We, .caunor felt or give away at Ouripleaſute 
Our Towns and Forts as a privafe manmay.do li 
Land or Goods: What then ? manymenhaveng 
authority to Let or Settheir Leafes;or Sell chews 
Land, havethey therefore no Titletothem, or 
Intereſt in them?May they be taken fromthe; 
becauſe they cannot Sell them? Thepurpoſeof 
Our Journey to Hall , was, neither toe it, of 
o1VC1tavway. 

Bur for the Magazine , the Munition there, 
thae We bonghr with Our own Money; 'We 
might ſurely have ſold:chat , lent, orgivenic a- 
way. No; We bought it with the publike Money; 
andthe/proof is, They conceivett fo; anduport 
ehis conceit have Voted, That it ſhall betakery 
from Us : Excellent Juſtice / Snppofe We had 
keptthis Money by Us, and not bought Armes 
with it, would they havetaken it from Us'up- 
on that conceit? Nay , may they not whereſoc- 
ver this Money is ( for througty how many 
hands ſoevericharh paſfed>itis the publike Mo- 
ney ſkill; ific ever were) ſeize irandtakeitfrom 
che Owners? Bur the Towns, Forts, Magazine, 
and: Kinzdon is intruſted to Us,2nd We are.a 
Perſon truſted; Weare fo., : Godandche —_ 
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(14) 
hath truſted/Us;'and We have taken an Oath to 
diſcharge chat Truſt' for the good and ſafery of 
Qurpeople: What Oaths chey havetaken, We 
knownot, unleſfe thoſe. which, in this vio- 
lence, they have manifeſtly , maliciouſly viola- 
ted. May any thing be taken from a manbe- 
cauſe he is truſted with it? Nay , may the per- 
fon himſelftake away the thing he truſts when 
he will, & in what manner he will? The Law 
hath been otherwiſe, and We beleeve will 
beſo held, notwithſtanding their Declarations. 

Bur, Thu Truſt ought to be managed by their 
advice, andthe Kingdome bath truſted them for 
that purpoſe: Impolſible / That the ſame truſt, 
ſhould: be irrevocably' committed to Us and 
Our Heirs for ever, and the ſame truſt, and a 
power above that truſt ( for ſuchis the pow- 
er they pretend ) be commirted to others: 
Did not the people that ſent them, look up- 
on them as a Body but Temporay , and dif- 
ſoluble arOur Pleaſure:And can itbebeleeved, 
that they intended them for Our Guardians 
& Comprtrollers in the managing of that Truſt, 
which God and the Law hath granted co Us 
and Qur Poſterity for ever > Whatthe extentof 
their Commiſsion and Truſt is, nothing can 
rae nog ons 
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betterteach them, then the Writ whereby they 
are met. We called them ( and without that 
Call they could not have cometogether)ro:be 
Our Counſellors,not Commanders; (for how- 
ever they frequently confound them , the Ofh- 
ces are ſeverall ) and Counſellors, not in all 
things,butin ſome things, De quibuſddwardur, 
Ge. And they will eafily finde amongſt their 
Preſidents, that Queen Elizabeth, upon whole 
Time all Good: Men. look with Reverence) 
committed one Wentworth, a Member of the 
Houſe of Commons, to the Tower « fitting 
the Houſe) bur forpropoſing, That they might 
adviſethe Queen;in a martterSheethoughtchey 
had nothing to dotemeddle in: But Wearetru- 
fted: and are Wethe onely Perſon truſted? And 
may they do what their own inclination and 
fury leads them to? Were not they truſted by 
Us, when We firſt ſent for them;and were they 
nottruſted by Us, when We-paſſed them-Our 
promiſe; That We would nordiſfolvethem? 
Caniitbe preſumed ( and preſumprions go far 
with them ) that We ruſted them witha/Pow- 
ertodeftroy Us, ' and to diſlolve Our Govern- 
mentand Authority ? If the people mighrtbeal- 
lowed to make an cquitable conftruction - 
guogure> Goon op 


(16) 
the Lawes and: Statutes (a Docrine avowed 
by them ) -would not all Our good Subjects 
ſwear, We never intended by that Act of con- 
tinuance, thatthey ſhould do what they have 
fince done ? Were they not truſted by thoſe that 
have ſentthem? And were they truſted to alter 
the Government of Church and State, and co 
make themlelves perpetuall DiRators overthe 
King and. People? Did they intend that the 
Law it (elf ſhould be ſubje& to their Votes, 
and that whatſoever they ſay or do, ſhould be 
lawfull, becauſe they declareitſo? The Oaths 
which they have taken, who lent them, and 
without taking which , themſelves are nor ca- 
pable of their place in Parliament , makes the 
_ one uncapable of giving,andthe other of recei- 
ving ſuch a truſt; unleſle they can perſwade 
Our good Subjects, That We arethe onely {u- 
preme Head and Governour in all cauſes, and 
over all perſons, within Our Dominions; and 
yetthar they havea power over Us to conſtrain 
Us to manage Our Truſt, and govern Our 
Power, according to their diſcretion. 

The Contrivers of that Declarationtell Us, 
thatthey will never allow.Us (an humble and 
dutifull Expreſsion) tobe Iudge of the Law ; 
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 thatbelongs onely tothem, they may, and'imuſt 
judge and declare. We all know what power 
the. Pope, under the Pretence of Interpreting 
Scriptures , and declaring Articles of Faith 
(though he decline the making the oneor the 
other ) hath uſurped over mens conſciences; 
and that under colour of having Power of Or- 
dering all things for the good of mens Soules, 
he Entitles himſelf coall che Kingdoms in the 
World. We will not accuſe the Framers of this 
Declaration ( how bold ſoever they are with 
Us) that they incline ro Popery's of which 
another Maxime is, That We muſt ſubmit Our 
Reaſonand Underftanding ( and the Scripture 
it Self) to that Declaring Power of His: Net- 
ther will Wetellchem (though they have told 
Us fo.) that they uſe the very language of the 
Rehels of Ireland: and yetthey ſay thoſe Re- 
bels Declare ,, That whatſoever they do,is fot 
the Good of the King and Kingdome*: Bur Our 
good Subjects will eaſily put the Caſeto them- 
telves, Whether,if the Papiſts in Ireland intruch 
were, orby A or Accident had madethem- 
ſelves che major part of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment theres and had pretended the Truſt (in 
that Declaration) from the Kingdom of Ire- 
C2 lands 


(18) 
Hand;thereupon had Voted their Religion nd 
Libertieto be in danger of cxtirpation/from a 
Malignant Party of Proteſtants and Puritanes; 
and therefore, that they ſhould put themſelves 
into a Poſture of defence; That the Forts & Mz- 
litia of that Kingdom were to be put intothe 
hands of ſuch perſons as they could conhide in, 
'That We were indeed truſted with the Towns 

Forts, Magazines , Treaſures,Offices, and Peo- 
ple of the Kingdom, for the Good , and Safetie, 
and beſt Adyantage thereof : Bur as this truſt 
is for the uſe of the Kingdomylo it ought to be 
managed by the Adviſe of both Houſes of 
Parliament, whom the Kingdom had tru- 
ſed for that purpoſe ; it being their duty 
to ſee it diſcharged , according to the Con- 
dition andtrue Intent thereof , and by all poſſi. 
ble meanes to prevent thecontrary: We ſay,Ler 
all Our good Subjects conſider, lt that Rebelli- 
on had been plotted with this Formality , and: 
thoſe Circumſtances , declaredto be legall ( at 
leaſt, according to:the equitable ſenſe of the 
Law) andto be forthe publike good, and juſti- 
fableby neceſsiry ( of which they were theon- 
ly Judges ) Whether, though they might have 
thoughtcheir Deſigng the more cunning , they 
would. 


(19) _ 
would beleeve it the more juſtifiable ? Nay ,ler 
the Framers of thisDeclaration ask themlelyes, 
It the Evill Counſellors, the Malignant Partie, 
the Perſons [l|-affeted ,the Popiſh Lords ,and 
their Adherents, ſhould prove now,or hereaf- 
ter, tobe a Major part of both Houſes ( forir 
hath been declared a great part of both Houſes 
have been ſuch, and ſo. might have been the 
greater; nay,thart the greater part of the Houſe 
of Peeres was (uch (and We have not heard of 
any of their converſions) and thereupon ithach 
beenearneſtly preſſed, That the Minorpart of 
the Lords might joyn with the Major part of 
the Houle of Commons) were We bound to 
conſent to all ſuch Alterations as theſe men 
ſhould propoleto Us,and reſolve to be for the 
publike good; and multthe Libertie, Propertie, 
and Securitie of all Our Subies, depend on 
what ſuch Votes ſhould declare robe Law? 
Wasthe Order of the Militia unfit and unlaw- 
full, whilesthe Major part of the Lords refuſed 
to joyn in it (as they did ewo, if not three ſeve- 
rall cimes , and it was never heard, before this 
Pacliament,that they ſhould be (o, and ſo often 
preſſed after a diſſent declared )and did irgrow 
immediatly neceſſarie for the publike fafetic, 
TJ and 
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and lawfull by the Law ofthe Land , as ſaonas 
ſo many of the diſſenting Peeres were driyen a- 
way ( after their names had been required ar 
the Bar,contrary to the Freedom and Founda- 
tion of Parliaments) that the other Opinion 
prevailed? Doth the Life and Libertie of the 
Subje& depend upon luch Accidents of dayes 
and houres, that it is impoſsible for him to 
know his right in either? God forbid. _ 

But now to juſtifie their Invaſion of Our an- 
cient, unqueſtioned,undoubred Right , ſerled 8 
eſtabliſhed on Us and Our Poſteritic, by God 
himſelf,confirmed and ftrengthned by all poſs 
ſible Titles of Compact, Laws,Oaths, perpetu- 
all and nacontradicted Cuftom by Our people: 
What have they alleaged to Declareto the King- 
dow (as they ſay) the Obligationthat lyeth upon the 
Kings of this Realm to paſſe all ſuch Bills as are 
offered unto them by both Houſes of Parliament? 
(a thing never heard of till this day ) An Oath 
(Authority enough for them to break all theirs) 
that is,or oughtto be taken by the Kings of this 
Realm,which is,as well roremedy , by Law, 
ſuch inconveniences the Kingdome may ſuffer, 
as to keepand protethe Laws alreadie in be- 
ing; Andthe form of this Oarh( they ſay) ap- 

| peares 
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peares upon 2 Record there cited , . and by 2 
Clauſe in the Preamble of a Statute made inthe 
five and twentieth yeer of Edward the third. 
We are not enough acquainted with Re- 
cords, to know whether that be fully and in- 
genuouſly cited, and when,and how, and why 
the ſeverall Clauſes have been inſerted,or taken 
our of the Oaths formerly adminiſtred to the 
Kings of this Realm; yet We cannot poſlibly 
imagine , The Afertion that Declaration 
makes, can be deduced from the Words, or the 
Matter of that Oath; For , unlefſe they have a 
power of declaring Latine,as well as Law,fure 
Elwerit ſignifieth , Hath choſen, as well as Wil 
chaſe ; and that it ſ1gnifieth ſo here ( beſides the 
Authority of the perpetuall practice of all ſuc- 
ceeding Ages ( a better Interpreter then their 
Votes) is evident by the Reference it hath to 
Cuſtomes; Conſuetudines quas Vulgu cliperit, 
and could that bea Cuftom , which the People 
ſhould chuſe after this Oath taken, and ſhould 
a King be ſworne to defend ſuch Cuſtomes? 
Beſides, can it be imagined thathe ſhould be 
| bound by oOathto paſle ſuch Lavvs{ and ſuch a 
Law is the Bill they brought to Us of the 4- 
litia yas ſhould put che Power , wherewith he 
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is truſted,out of himſelfe in the hands of other 
men,and ſo deveſt and difable him of all poſsi- 
ble power to perform the great bulineſle of the 
Oath,which 1s, To prote& them 2? It We give a- 
way all Our Power, or if itbe taken from Us, 
We cannot prore& any Man: And whatdil- 
charge would it be for Us,cither before God or 
Man,(when Our good Subjets, whom God 
and the Law hath committed to Our charge, 
ſhall be worried and ſpoiled) ro ſay , That We 
truſted others to protect them z that is, todo 
_ thatdutyfor Us; whichis effentially and inſe- 
parably Our own. But that all Our good Sub- 
jects may ſee how faithfully theſe men ( who 
aſſume this truſt from them ) defire todiſcharge 
theirtruſt; We ſhall be contented to publiſh, for 
their ſatisfaKtion (a matrer notorious enough, 
but which We Our Self never thought to have 
beenipur to publiſh, and of which the Framers 
of that Declaration might as well have made 
uſe,asofa Latine Record they knew many of 
Our good Subjects could nor, & many of them- 
ſelves donot underſtand) the Oath it (elfe We 
took at Our Coronation, warranted and injoy- 
nedtoitby the Cuſtom and DireQions of Our 
Predeceſlors; and the Ceremony of their and 


(23) 
Ourdkia ng tt, they way finds »iti the Records. 
oft] the Exc equer: Thisi itis: 


# 
_ 


The Sermon being dine , the Archbiſhop go- 
eth to the King; ' arid asks his willingaeſſe 
totakethe Oath uſually taken by his Prede- | 
cefſors. 

TheKing ſhewerh Ve elf willing, arifech , & 
'gocth tothe Altar, The Archbiſhop admi- 
niſtreth theſe Queſtions » andthe Ring! an- 
{wers them ſeverally. 


E piſcopus. 
Sir, Hill you grant and keep,and by your 
Oath confirme tothe People of F,ngland, 
the Laws and Cuſtomes to them granted by 
the Kings of England, ' your Lanfull 
and Religious Dredeceſſors ; and namely 
the Layvs, Cuſtoms, and Franchiſes gran- 
ted to the Clergie, by the glorious King, 
Samt E,dward your Predeceſſor,according 
to the I aws of God, the true Profeſſion of of 
the Goſpel eftablifhed in. this Ae, 
aid agreeable to the Prerogdtive of the 
D Kings 
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Kings thereof, and the ancient ('uftoms 
of this Realm? " 
 REX. 

] grantaad promiſe to keep them. 

 Epiſcopus. 

Sir, Will 3ou keep Peace and podly 
eA greement entirely ( according to your 
power) bothto God,the boly (ſhurch, the 
Clergy,and the People ? 

REX. 

I will keepit. 
._ -  - Epifeopus. 

Sir. Will you( to your power Yeauſe Lay, 
Fuſtice , and Diſcretion in eAAercy and 
Truth to be executed in all your Fudge 
ments? 

REX. 

I will. 


Epiſcopus. 
Viillyougrant, to bold and keep the» 


Laws 


Rare. . 
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Laws. and rightfull Guftoms which the_ 

Commonalty of this Your Kingdom have._.; 

and will You defend and uphold them tothe 

honour of God, ſo much asin You lieth? 
REX 


I grant and promiſe ſo todoe. 


Then one ofthe Biſhops reads this Admoniti- 
onto the King , before the people , with a- 
loud voice, | 


Our Lord and King, Ve beſerch Youto 
Pardon, and toGrant, and to Preſerve. 
unto us, and to the Churches committed to 
our Charge, all Canonicall Priviledges, 
and due Lawand Fuſtice., and that You 
would Protett and Defend us, as every good 
King,in his Kingdom,ought to be Protettor 
and Defender of the Biſhops,and the Chur - 


ches under thetr Government. 
The King anſwereth: 
Witha willingand devour, Heart, I 


D'2 | promiſe 
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Promiſe andgrant my Pardon, andchat 

1 will Preſerve aad Maiatain to you,and 
the | Churches . committed to. your 
charge, all:Canonicall;Priviledges, and 
dueLaw and Tuſtice; and that I vill be 
your Protector and Defender, t my 
Power,by the Aſaiſtance of God, as e- 
very good King, in hisKingdom, 1n 
Right ought toProte& and Defend the 
Biſhops, and Churches under their Go- 


verament, 


Then the King ariſeth, and is led to the Com- 
munion Table, where he makesa ſolemn 
Oath,in ſight of all the People,to obſerverhe 
Premiſes : And laying His hand uponthe 
Booksſaith: | 


The Oath. 


Thethings which I have before pro- 
miſed,[ ſhall perform and keep :-Sa help 
Te Godand theContents of this Book. 
Let 
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-- Letnow allche Warldjudge ,. whecher ch 
Doctrine , , or ſuch Conclulions-as theſe men 
teach,” can follow , or have the leaſt pretence 
from this Oath. _ | 
..:. Forthe Preambleof the Statute, (they circ)) 
_ thattells Us, That the- King t. bound.to remedy 
by Law, the Miſchiefs aud Damages which happen 
to Ht: People, He is (0 :, Butis the King bound, 
by the Preamble of that Statute 3 ta renounce 
His own Tudgement, His own- Underſtan- 
ding, intheſe Miſchiefs, and of. thole Reme- 
dies? How farforth He is; obliged to follow 
the Judgement of His Parliament, that Decla- 
ration ſtill confeſleth to be a Queſtion : With- 
out queſtion, none can take upon them to re- 
medy, even Miſchiefs, but by Law, forfeare of 
greater Miſchiefes thenthole they go aboutts 
remedy. | : 
-- "Bute are bound, in Juſtice to conſent totheir 
Propoſalls, becauſe there 14 a Truſt repoſed in Us 
zo preſerve the Kingdome, bymaking new Lawes, 
We are glad there is ſo, Then Weareſureno 
new Laws can be made without Our conſent, 
andthatthe gericlenefſe of Our Anſwer, Le Ry 
Faviſerasif it be no Denyall, is no.Conlenc, and 
theathe Matter is, not: great... They will allow 
"2 D 3 Us 
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Us yet A greater latitude of granting or denying, 
as We ſhall think fit , in publike A&s of Grace, as 
Pardons, or the like Grants of Favour : Why do 
they ſo? If thoſe Pardons andpublike Aﬀts of 
Grace, be for the Publike good ( whichthey 
may Votethey are) they will then be abſolure- 
ly in their own diſpoſall : But have they left Us 
this power? They have (ure, atleaſt, ſharedit 
with Us : How. elſe havethey gotthe power 
to pardon Sergeant-major-General| Skippon (2 
' new Officer of State, and a Subjet,, We have no 
authority to ſend to {peak with) and all other 
perſons imployed by them, and fuch as have 
imployed themſelves for them, not onelyfor 
what they'have done, but for what they ſhall 
do? If they have power to declareſuch Actions 
tobe no Treaſon, which We would not par- 
don, and ſuch Actions to be Treaſon, which 
needs no pardon, the Latitude they allovy Us, 
of granting or denying of Pardons > isa Jewell 
chey may till be contented to ſuffer Us to wear 
inOur Crown; and never think themſelves the 
morein danger, 
All this confidered;;} The Contriver of chac 
Meſſage (fince they will afford him no better 
Tiele ) whom they are-angry with, | doth get 
GARE. oo oo 
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conceive the people of this Land tobe ſo yoid 
of comman ſenſe, as to beleeve Us (who have 
dented no one thing for the caſe and benefitof 
chem , which in Juſtice or Prudence could be 
asked, or in Honour and Conſciencecould be 
granted) to have caſt off all care of Our Sub- 
jects good; and the Framers and Deviſers of 
that Declaration ( who have endeavoured to: 
render Us odious to Our Subjects, andthem 
diſloyallto Us, by pretending ſuch atruſt from 
them) to have onely taken itup: Neither( We 
are confident) will they be latisfied when they 
feelthe Miſery andthe Burthens,whichthe fu- 
ry and the malice of thoſe _ will bring 
upon them with: being told that Calamitie 
roceeds' from evill Counſellors, whom no 
body can name, fromPlots and Conſpiracies, 
whichno man can diſcover; and from Feares 
and Jealouſies, which no man-underftands- 
And therefore, thatthe conſideration of it;, be 
left rothe Conſcience, Reaſon, Aﬀetion, and 
Loyaltic of Our good SubjeRs, who do under- 
ſtand the Government of this Kingdome , We 
are well content. 
Where will the folly and -madnefle of theſe 
people end? who would have Our prope be- 
27 ceve,. 
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leeve,, ThatOurabſenting Our Self from Zon- 
don |( where; with! Our ſafety, We-could not 
ſtay )and the continuing Our Magazine at Hult, 

roceeds from'the ſecret Plots of: the Papiſts 
ery and to advance the 'Dehignes ofthe Pas 
piſts in Ireland: But it isno- wonder: that they, 
who can belceve-Sir Joby Hothams ſhutting:Us 
out of Huil;'tobean Act of Aﬀectionand Loy. 
alcy, will beleeverhatthe Papiſts,or the Turks, 
perſwaded Us to gothither, ++ 144 > 
- Andcan any fobcr man think thatDeclara- 
tion tobethe conſentof either, or both Houſes 
of Parliament, unaltered either by Fraud or 
Force-whichi( afterſomany Thanks,and hum- 
ble: gs of Our gracious: Fa- 
vour in Our Meſlage of the 20 of; January , fo 
often and {o unanimouſly preſented unto-Us 
fromboth Houles of Parliament.) tells{[s, that 
che Meflagear firſt was, and (as often asic hath 
been ſince mentioned :by 'Us ) hath beena 
breach of Priv iledge-(of-whic h they have nAGL 
uſed to be ſo negligent, as in fourmoneths not 
to:complain ,' if ſuch ia breach had; been) and 
that the way and Method of proceeding ſhould 
not be propoſed 40 cthemi's, as 'if We had onely 
Authority to call them rogecher,, nane-tacell 


them 
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thetn what they were to do, net fomuchas 
with reference 'to Our own Afﬀaires: What 
their own Method hath been, and whither ir 
hathled them , and brought the Kingdom, all 
meniſce; What Ours would have been, if {ca- 
ſonably and timely applied unto, ler all men 
judge. We will ſpeak no more of it. . 
- - Burſeenow what excellent Inſtances they 
have found'ourto prove an Inclination, if not 
inUsin ſome about Us; to civill war: Their go- 
ing with Us to the Howſe of Commons {o often ur- 
ged,and fo fully anfwered » There attending on 
Vsto HamyToN Court, and appearing iniawar- 
like manner at KINGSTON #pou THaMes; .Onr . 
going 168 HuLL; Their drawing their Swords at : 
York, demanding, Who would be for the King; 
Theacclaring Sir lohnHorham Traitor , before 
the Meſſage ſent to the Parliament; The Propofiti- 
ons tothe Gentry in Yorkſhire, to aſiiſt Vs.againſt 
him, beforeWe had received an Anſwer fromthe 
Parliament: All deſperate Luſtances of an Incli- 
nationtoa 'icivill war; Examine them again: 
The mianner and intent of Our-going to-the 
Houfe of Commons, 'We ſet 'forthat largein 
Our Anſwer to their Declaration ofthenine- 
ceenth'of May ; let all men judge. Next, Do 
[1 TR E _ © -_ 
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theſe men themſelves beleeve (to what-put= 
pole ſoever-that Rumour hath, ſerved (their 
curns) that there was an, Appearance. in war 
like mannerat Kingſton upon Thames? Do they 
not know ,, Thar whenloever We have been at 
TTampton Court, ſince Our firſt comming tothe 
Crown, there was nevera lefle Appearance, or 
in a lefſe warlike manner then at the timethey 
mean: We ſhallſay no more, Butthart Our Ap- 
pearance,ina warlike manner, at Kingſton up- 
on Thames , and theirs ar Kingſton upon Hull, is 
very different. What is meantby the drawing 
of Swords at York,and demanding,who would 
be for the King, muſt be inquired at Lowdoy, for 
We beleeve very few. in York underſtand the 
meaning of it. For Our going to Hull (which 
they will by no-means endure ſhall be calleda 
Vilic.) whether it were not the way to prevent, 
rather thento make-a Civill War , is very obyi- 
ous: Andthe declaring hima Traitor , in the 
very Act of his Treaſon, will never bethought 
unſcaſonable,butby thole, who beleeve him to 
be a loving and-loyall Subje&t; nomorethen 
the endeayouring to make the Gentlemen of 
this County ſenfible of that Treaſon ( which 
they are,in an honourable and dutifull degree) 
| = >> biobove 
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before 'We received: Our: Anſwer frot both 
Houles-of Parliament: For if they had been'( as 
We expected they ſhould have bee) ſenſible 
ofthar intollerable injurie offered ro Us; might 
not We have had occaſion to have uſedthe af- 
fetion'of theſe Gentlemen ? Were We {ure that 
Sir John Hotham , who had kept Us out, with- 
outtheir Order ( We ſpeak of a publike Order) 
. would have ler Us in when they hadbidden 
him? And if they had notſucha ſenſe of Us { as 
the Cale falls ont to be ) had We not more rea- 
 ſonto make Propoſition to thoſe Gentlemen, 
whoſe readineſle and afftetion We, or Our Po- 
ſerity,ſhall never forget? | 

' But this buſineſſe of Hull ſticks fill with 
them,and finding Our Queſtions hard, they are 
pleaſed ro Anfvyer Us by asking Us ocher Que 
ftions : No matter for the Exceptions againſt 
the Earle of Newcaſtle, which have been fo of- 
renunged,as one of their principall Grounds of 
their Feares and ITealouftes, & which drew that 
Queſtion from Us » they ask-Us, Why, fince 
IVe held it neceſſarythat a Governour ſhould be pla- 
ced in Hull, Sir john Hotham /hould berefuſed by 
Ts, and the Earle of Newcaſtle ſent down ? We 
anſwer, Becauſe We had a better Opinion of 
E 2 SM - 
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the Farle of Newcaſtle, then of Sir lobn'Horhams, 
anddefired to have ſuch a Governour over Que 
Towns, (it We muſt have any )as ſhould keep 
them for, and not agiinft Us: Andit his going 
down were tn a more private way , then Sir 
John Hothams, it was becauſe We had notthar 
Authority to make a noiſe » by /Leavying and 
Billeting of Souldiers in a peaceable Time, up- 
on Our good Subjects, as it ſeemsSir Joby Ho- 
. thamcarried down with him: And the impu- 
tation which is caſt by the way upon that 

Earke,to make his Reputation not ſqunblemi- 
fhed, as We conceived, and the World beleeves 
it tobe, and , Which though it was not Ground e- 
wough for a Tudiciall Proceeding, (itis wonder it 
was not) was yet Ground enough of Suſpition,muſt 
be the Caſe of every Subject in England ( and 
_ Wewithic went no higher: ) It every vile Af- 
perlion contrived by unknown hands , upon 
unknown or unimaginable Grounds (which 
1s the way practiſed to bring any Vertuous and. 
Deſerving Men into obloquy) ſhall receivethe 

lcaſt credit or countenance inthe'World. 

They tell Us their Exception to thoſe! Gen- 
tlemen, who delivered their Petition to Us at 
York, was , That they prefumed torake the Stile 

* upon 
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uponthemof all the Gentry and Inhabitants of that 
(,ounty , whereas (they ſay ) ſo many more of ag 
. good Quality a themſelves , of that ('ounty, were of 
another option; and baye fince, by their Petition 
to: Us, diſavowed that Att: Their Informari- 
on, inthat point, is no betrerthen it uſerhto be, 
and they will inde, That neitherthe number, 
orthe quality of thole who have , or will diſa- 
vow that Petition, areas they imagine; though 
_ too many weak-perſons. are miſ-led (which 
they do, and will every day more underſtand} 
byche Faction, Skill, and Induſtry of thatcrue 
Malignant *Party, of which We do, and have 
reaſon to complain: They lay, they Havere- 
cerved no Petition of ſo ſtrange a nature, What 
nature ?, contrary tothe Votes of both Houſes : that 
15, They have received no Petition they had no 
minde toreceive : But We told them, and We 
tell them again, andall Our good Subjects will | 
tell chem , That they have received Petitions 
(with joy and approbation) againlt che Votes 
of both Houſes of their Predeceſſors, confirm- 
ed andeſtabliſhed into Laws , by the conſent 
of Us and Our Anceſtors, and allowed*thoſe 
Petitions: to carry the Stile, and to {eem to.car- 
ry the Deſires of Cities, Towns, and Counties, 
oo, Zo no RO when 


when gf-cither City,,Town, , or Countie 'Very 
few knownor conſiderable perſons. havebeen 

privy to ſuch Petitions : Whereas, intruth, the 
Petitions deliveredto Us ( againſt which they 
except) carried not theStile of All, but Some of 
the Gentry and Inhabitants, and implied no. o- 
ther conſent, . then ſuch as went viſibly along. 
with it, FE - G6ie rt 

But weareall this while in a miſtake, , The 

Magazine at Hull t«yot taken from Vs : Who told 

you ſo? They who aflure. you ( and whom, 
without breaking their Priviledges., you muſt 

beleeve ) that Sir John Hotham's ſhutting the 
Gates againſt Us, and reſiſting Our entrance 

with armed men.(chough Wethought it in de- 
fiance of Us)-was indeed in obedience to Us and 
Our Authority,and for Our Service, and the Ser- 
vice ofthe Kingdoms He was tolet none in,but ſuch 

a3 came with Our Authority. fignified by both Hou- 
(es of Parliament (himſelt and they had ordeied 

itſo) and therefore be kept V's out, onely till We ,or 
he might ſend for their dirc&ions. Weknow not 
whether the Contrivers of that Declaration 
meant that Our good Subjetts ſhould lo ſoon 
| underſtand (though itwas plain enough to. be 
underſtood) the meaning of the Kings Autho- 
rity 
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- rity ſignified by -both Houſes of Parliament. 
But ſfure'the world willnow eafily diſcern, jn 
' What miſerable.caſe We had,by this time;been 
(ris bad enough as it is } it: We had conſented 
- totheir Bill;or rotheir Ordinance: of the Mili- 
7ia,and given thoſe Men Power to have raiſed 
all the Armes ofthe Kingdom againſt Us ( for 
the Common: good ) by. Our own Authority: 
: Would:they not (as they have kept Us from 
Hull) by this time have beaten Us from York, 
and purſued Us out of the Kingdom , in Our 
own behalf 2 Nay, may not this Munition 
(which ns not takenfromVs) be imployed againſt 
Us ? Not againſt Our Authority , ſignified by 
both Houſes of Parliament, bur onely to kill 
thoſe i]l Counſellors , the Malignant Party, 
which is about Us; and yet for Our good, for 
_ thepublike good(they will declare it [o) and (o 
no Treaſon within the Statute of 25.- of Eq. the 
third , which by their interpretation » hath left 
Us (the King of England) abſolutely lefſe pro- 
vided for, in pointof fafery,, then the meaneſt 
- Subje&tof the Kingdom ; and every Subject of 
this Land (for whoſe ſecurity that Law was 
made,chatthey mayknovy their duty, and their 
danger in:breakiog ic) maybe made a Traitor, 


when 
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whentheſemen pleaſetofay , Heiis ſo : Butdo 
theythink ; "that upon fuchan' Interpretation 
(upon'pretence of Authoritic-of Book-Caſes, 
and Prefidents, which, without: doube; they 
would havecited,ifthey had been to. cheirpur- 
poſe) outof which nothing can refult, but con- 
faſiontoKing and People ; will findeany cre- 
_dirwith Ourgood Subjects ? and thatſo excel- 
lenta Law(madebothfor ſecurity of 'King & 
People)ſhall beſo eluded;by an Incerprerations 
_ _nolearned Lawyer 'in England will arthis hour 
(We beleve) fet under this hand; notwirhftan- 
ding theAuthority ofthat Declaration, which; 

Wehope;ſhall bringnothing but infamy upon 
the Contrivers of it. 
Now to their Priviledges : Though itbe 
true they (ay,That their Priviledges doz not ex- 
fend 10 Treafon, Felony,or breachof the Peace, fo as 
Fo exempt the Members from all manner of Proces 
and Triallyyet it doth priviledge themvin the Way or | 
Method of their Trial, the Cauſe miſt be firſt 
broupht before them pmiltheir ( onfent acked before 
youtaw-proceeds Why, chewrheir Priviledges ex- 
_ tend/as farin theſe Cates;as in anptharare moſt 
_ unqueſtioned ,/'for noprivitedge whatſoever, 
exemprschenifronvalimanner of —_ _ 
| n riall, 


(39) 
Triall, if you firſtacquaintthe Houſe with i, 
. andthey give you leave to proceed by thoſe 
Proces,or to that Triall: But, by this Rule, ifa 
Member of either Houſe commit a Murther, 
you muſt, by no means ,meddle with him, till 
you have acquainted that Houſe (of which he 
15a Member )and received their direRion for 
your proceeding; aſſuring your (elf, Hewillnor 
ſirfrom that place where you left him,till you 
return. with their conſent : Showld it be other- 
wiſe, would be in the power of every man , under 
pretence of Murther to take one after another, & as 
mauy a he pleaſab,& ſo conſequently bring a Par- 
liams# to whas he pleaſeth,vben be pleaſeth:It a Me- 
ber of either Houſe ſhall take a Purſe ar York 
(he may as probably takea Purſe fro a SubjeR, 
as Armes againſt his King) you mult ride to 
London to know whatto do, and he may ride 

With you, andtake a new Purſe every Stage, 6 
muſt not be apprehended, or declared a Felon, 
till you have asked that Houſe, of which he is a 
Member: Should tt be otherwiſe it might be in eye- 
ry mans power, to accuſe a4 many Members az he 
wouldyef taking Purſes,aud ſo bring a Parhament 
(and ſ0 all Parliaments) to nthing. Would theſe 
men be beleeved? Andyet they make no doubr 
£F _ "Bux 
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"But: every one who bath taken the *Proteſtation, 
. will defend this Doftrine with bw Life and For: 
tare. Will not Our Subjets' beleeve,, Tharthey 
have impoſed a pretty Proteſtationuponthem, 
and thatthey hada very good end inthedoing 
it,if icrobligerhthemro fuch hazards, to ſuch 
undertakings ? Muſtthey forget orneglet Our 
Perſon, Honour,and Eftate-whicli by that Pro- 
teſtation they are bound todefend, and infome 
degree doe underſtand ;\-and muft they only 
yenture their Lives and Fortunes,ts juſtifie Pri- 
viledges they know not, or ever heard ofbe- 
fore? Orare they bound , by that Proteſtarion, 
to beleeve, Thatthe Framers of that Declarati- 
on; have power to extend their own Priviled- 
ges,as far as they think fir, and toconract Our 
Rights as muchas they pleaſe, and tharthey are 
bound to beleeve them in either,and to venture 
their Lives and Fortunes in that quarrel 2 
From Declaring how mean a Perſon Wee 
are, and how much the Kingdom hath been 
miſtaken in theunderſtanding of the Starute of 
25.Ed.2.concerning Treaſon; and-that all men 
need not feare leavying Waragainſt Us3tothey 
have their Order ro warrant-them;'-they pro- 
ceed;in the ſpirit of Declazing , to ceitifie- Our 
| C3 - © Subjects 


(47) 
SubjeRs in the: miſtakings , which -neer one 
hundred-and fiftie yeers have been received, 
concerning the: Statute of the eleventhyeerof 
H.7.cap1. ( aStatute Our good Subjects will 
read with comfort) and tell them, Thatthe ſer- 
ving of the King) for the time being, cannotbe 
meantof Perkin Warbeck. , or of any that ſhould 
call himſelf King,but Such a one as ts allowed and 
received by the Parliament in the behalf of the 
Kingdom; And are We not ſo allowed ? How- 
everthrough adark miſt of words, and urging 
theirold Priviledges (which We hope We have 
ſuffciently anſwered , and will be every day 
more confuted by theactions of Qur good Sub- 
jets)they conclude, ' That +hoſe that ſhall guide 
themſelves by -the judgement of Parliament 
(which they ſay ischeir own) ought, whatſo- 
ever happen,to be ſecureand_ free from all Ac- 
count and: Penalties » ; upon the: ground and 
equity of thar very Statute, Hovy far theirown 
Chancellors may helpthem in thacequity, Wee 
know not, but ( by the help of God, and'that 
good Law) We hall allow no fuch cquitie. 

-,Sothen ,. here.is the Doctrine of thae Decla- 
ration, -andtheſeare the Poſitions of the Con- 
triyers0f it. TIT 
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(42) 
That they have an'abfolute-power of decla- 

ring the Law', and that whatſoever they de- 
clareto befo , ought not to be queſtioned/by 
Our Self, or any Subje&: ' Sothar all Rightand 
Safety of Us, and OurPcople, muftdepend 
upontheir pleaſure. 

_ "That no Preſidents can be limits ro bound 
their Proceedings : -So they may do whatthey 

leaſe. | 
 Thata Parliament may diſpoleof anything, 
whereinrthe King or Subje hath a right, for 
the Publike good 3 That they, without the 


. King, are this Parliament, and Tudgeof this 


Publike good ; - and that Our-Conſent. is not 
neceſſary : So, the Life, and Libertic of the 


 Subje&t, and all the good Lawes made. for the 


fecurity of them , may be diſpoſed of,and re- 
pealed by the Major part of both Houles, at 
any timepreſent,, andby any wayes and-means 
procured foto be; and We have no power to- 


 protetthem. | 


That no Memberof either Houſe, ought to: 
be troubled or medled with, for Treaſon, Felo- 
ny,orary etherCrime,' withoutthe cauſefirſt 
brought before them, that they may judge of 
the FaRt, and their leave obtained toproceed.. 

£8 HEN That 


7 
Thatthe-Soveraigu Povver reſides in both 
Houſes of Parliament, and-that We haveno 
negative voyce : Sothen, -We Qur Self|\muſt be 
ſubje&tortheir Commands. | 
_ Thatthe leavying of Forces againſt the per- 
ſonall commands of che King ( thoughaccom- 
panied with His Preſence ) is not leavyingwar 
againſtthe King, burthe leavying war againſt 
His Lawes and Authority ( which they have 


powerto declare and fignifie ):though.nor a- 


gainſtHis Perſon, is leavying waragaiaſtthe 
King ; and rhat Treaſon cannot be committed 
againſt His Perſon , otherwilſethen as heis in- 
ruſted with the Kingdom, and. diſcharging 
that Truſt;and thatthey havea power to judge 
whether he diſcharge that Trub orno. 

Thar, If they ſbould make the bigheſt Prefs. 
dents of other Parliaments their Patterns , there 
wonld be no cauſe to complain of want of Madeſty or 
Duty inthem. - That is,” They may. Depoſe Us. 
whenthey will,. and arenottobeblamedfor 
ſodoing. | | 

And now (as if the meer-publiſhing ofcheir 
Reſolutions, would not onely prevail-withthe 
peoples-bur, in the inſtant, deſtroy all fpiricand 
courageinUs, toprelerveQurown-Rightand. 
E 2 Honour) 
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Honour) they have,  ſince;:taken'the boldneſſe 
toaſſault Us with certain Propoſitions, which 
theyicall ; The moſt, neceſſary effeituall means for 
the removing thoſe Jealoufies and, Differences be- 
tweerVs and Our People: Thatis, that We will 
be content toDivelt Our Self of all Our Regall 
Rights and Dignities, be content with the 'Ti- 
tle of a King, and ſuffer/them (according to 
their Diſcretion ) to govern Us andtheKing- 
dom, and to diſpoſe of Our Children:How 
ſuteable and agreeable this Dorine,and theſe 
Demands are, to the affetion of Ourloving 
Sabjects,under whole Truſt theſe men pretend 
to ſay and dothele monſtrous things, and tode- 
ſigne, not onely the ruine of Our Perſon, but of 
Monarchy itſelf ( which We may juſtly ſay, Is 
more then ever was offered inanyotOurPre- 
deceſſors times; for though the Perſon of the 
King, hath been ſometimes unjuſtly depoſed, 
yet the Regall power was never , beforethis 
time, ſtruckenat-) We beleeve Our good Sub- 
je&ts will finde ſome way to let them and the 
World know : And from this time, ſuch who 
have been miſ-led by their ill Counſells,co have 
any hand in the execution of the Militia, will 
lerto what endstheir Service is defigned; and 
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wn | 
therefore if” they ſhall preſume hereafterto 
meddle in itzthey muſt expeR, that We will im 
mediarely proceed apgainſtthem as ActuallRai- 
ſers of Sedition,, and as Enemies to Our Soye- 
raighn power. 

We' have 'done:” And ſhall now expe the 
worſt Actions thefe Men have Power tocom- 
mit againſt Us* f Worſe words they cannot 
give Us) And We doubt not, but the Major 
part of both Houſes of Parliament, when they 
maycome together withtheir honour and ſafe- 
ty, (as well thoſe who were ſurpriſed, atthe 
paſling of it, and underſtood notthe Malice in - 
i;, and the Confuſion that muſt grow byir, if 
beleeved, as thoſe who were abſent or inyol- 
ved) will (o far reſent the Indignitie offered to 
. Us, the Diſhonour tothemſelves, and the MiC 
chief to the whole Kingdom, by that Declara- 
ton, thatthey will ſpeedily make the foul Con- 
rrivers of it, inſtances of their exemplarie lu- 

ſtice, and brand them and their Doarine 

*"* -With the Marks of their perperuall 
Scorn and Jndignation. 
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